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to report any rumour. Yuan still feared Sun's influence, especially "
in South China, and it is significant that the press of North China
and foreigners resident in North China are the main sources of the
adverse comments quoted by the critics. Yuan circulated two bio-
graphies of Sun, one entitled A Small History of Sim Wen and the
other Sim Wen, Thief of the Nation. Even one of the severe critics
of Sun finds these books "scandalous9* and they, doubtless, had the
intended effect of spreading false stories to his disrepute.
In 1916 Sun was fifty years old, an age when a man's thoughts
may become deeper but, hardly, broader. That he spent so many
years expounding his ideas to small groups and large mass meetings
must have embedded these ideas in his mind and cut deep channels
into which his subsequent thoughts tended to flow. But although
he repeated again and again the same theories, he so often gave them
a new slant to meet changing circumstances that their underlying
consistency may be easily missed. It has been pointed out that his
constant travelling, combined with his diligent study of the history
and social conditions of the countries he visited, gave him "such a
first-hand knowledge of the world as few living men possessed".188
And, again, that he "read widely, more widely perhaps than any
contemporary political leader of the first rank except Woodrow
Wilson, in the literature of Western political science".189
After the Double Tenth it was Sim's intention to leave practical
politics and spend the remainder of his life working out schemes for
the industrial development of China and putting in final shape his \
Three Principles of The People and other theories of government
But he was moved always by a deep sense of patriotism and, although
his incursions into practical politics were often fraught with danger
and were in some ways contrary to his personal interests, he could
not keep out of things when he believed them to be going wrong.
His defiance of Yuan was on a matter of principle and it brought him
back into the political vortex.
The experience of the first year of the Republic hardened Sun's
conviction that he had a destiny to fulfil and that none of his com-
rades was so likely as he to complete the liberation of China. Loud
as he was in condemning the European Powers for their part in the
failure of the Republic he realised his own party's responsibility for
that failure:
"To a considerable extent this results from my inability to influence my
party comrades and, apparently, my incapacity to guide them. But, on the
other hand, my party comrades also cannot escape the reproach of insufficient